
The Junior Year Research Paper (11H) 
DUE: Thursday, May 19th in Google Doc or Word 

 
 The purpose of this unit is to learn how to properly research, analyze sources, and dictate our 
research in a piece of writing that communicates our findings to others in a credible and unique way. 
According to Purdue Owl online, “Writing a research paper is an essential aspect of academics and 
should not be avoided on account of one's anxiety. In fact, the process of writing a research paper can 
be one of the more rewarding experiences one may encounter in academics. What is more, many 
students will continue to do research throughout their careers, which is one of the reasons this topic is 
so important” (OWL, Purdue). To paraphrase, this paper is arguably one of the major stepping-stones 
in your high school education, and it goes far beyond just being something in the English classroom. 
Its something you will take with you and build upon in your post-high school career in any 
professional field. Trust me, you don’t want the first time you write a real research paper to be when 
you’re assigned a 25 page paper on “The U.S. Navy’s use of 3D printing in the development of new 
warfare” when the teacher assumes you’ve written research before and doesn’t plan to hand you any 
guidelines or support resources (if you don’t believe me, ask your peers/seniors in college classes right 
now). It is assumed when you leave high school that you have practiced this skill, so here is your 
opportunity. Run with it, experiment with it, and tackle it head on rather than avoiding it so that 
research in the future will be easy and enjoyable!    
 

The prompt: What is something you think should be more prominent 
in discussion in today’s society? Write an argumentative research 
paper in which you thoroughly research and argue why the issue 
should be brought to the forefront of conversation in America (or 
globally, or for teenagers, or adults, or Michiganders, or Grand 
Rapids residents – choose your own audience). 

 
All Papers Will Have the Following Sections:  
*These sections will vary greatly in order and length for each paper/topic 

! Cover page 
! Introduction (not necessarily only 1 paragraph) 

o Hook 
o Identify audience (either explicitly/implicitly) 
o Identify topic 
o Begin to address why readers/specific audience should care or how it’s 

relevant 
! Current situation 
! History of the issue 
! Analyze various viewpoints on the issue 
! Evaluation of the research you’re bringing in 
! Conclusion 

o Could be:  
" Call to action 
" Return to discussing relevance 
" Address the “so what?” 

  



REQUIREMENTS and IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
- Page length: 8-12 pages of typed text (not including Cover Page or Works Cited Page) 
- Formatting: Paper must follow MLA formatting perfectly. Papers not in MLA format will 

not be accepted. See “OWL MLA” for all guidelines 
- Sources Requirement: 8 minimum credible, professional, published sources cited (extras 

may be used for “public opinion” evidence, such as blogs, but these do not count as part of 
the 8 published sources).  

- Citation requirements:  
o All quotes, paraphrases, or summaries of an outside source must be cited with in-

text citations (Author’s last name page#) or (“Title” page#) unless otherwise stated 
in the sentence. Any use of another person’s ideas or words without giving them 
credit is plagiarism. Plagiarism will result in a 0 for this assignment along with 
other school-established consequences.  

o All works cited in paper will have a citation on the Works Cited page, all citations 
on the Works Cited page will be in the paper. If those two don’t match, it is 
considered plagiarism! 

- Academic Writing: No use of 1st/2nd person (“I” “you” etc.), full sentences, proper 
grammar and mechanics, etc.  

 
STEPS TO ACCOMPLISH THE TASK 

1. Understand the task at hand 
2. Choose a topic 

a. Make sure it is narrow yet allows for depth and a complex exploration 
3. Write a statement of purpose and get approval from Mrs. Henning 
4. Brainstorm questions and angles to your topic 
5. Begin searching and reading sources 

a. Collect these sources and your annotations of them 
6. Draft thesis statement/controlling purpose statement 

a. Get approval/feedback 
7. Map your outline, see what sources/research you still need, plan organization of paragraphs 

across paper and plan within paragraphs too 
8. Write a 1st draft 
9. Get feedback (on big ideas, what’s missing, is your communication clear, etc.) 
10. Revise (which means “rethink” and “reconsider” not just “change some small things to make it 

better”) 
11. Get feedback 
12. Revise 
13. Get feedback 
14. Revise 
15. Have someone edit it for final small details 
16. Edit/polish 
17. Check your paper and Works Cited against rubric 
18. Check your paper and Works Cited against MLA formatting rules 
19. Have someone (a new person) read it and give you final feedback 
20. Edit 
21. Turn it in 

 
Congratulations! You have written and polished a research paper! 
	 	



English 11H Research Paper Calendar 
April 

SSR reading homework is to read 2 hours each week. There will be quizzes/checks. We will read at least 40-50 minutes in class each week. Some weeks 
we’ll do 2 20 minute days and other weeks we’ll read the 1st 10 minutes of every hour. **Bring your book every day.** 

Due Dates and Homework are in BLUE formatting 

What we’re doing in class (or other notes) are in regular black formatting 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

18 
Intro SSR Project 
 
**Must be an AP book 

19 
Introduce research paper  

- Begin topic 
brainstorm 
 

Homework: Choose SSR 
Book, Topic Proposal 

20  
MSTEP Day 
 
In Class: Pick out SSR book and 
read 
 
Homework: Choose SSR Book, 
Topic Proposal 
 

21 (Wildcat Restoration Day) 
Read books 1st 20 mins. of class  
 
 
Read example research paper as 
mentor text- discuss components 
 
Homework: Topic Proposal 

22 
DUE: SSR Book Selection 
Read- 10 mins.  
 
Credible sources mini lesson  
Time to topic search and confer 
 
Homework: Topic Proposal 

25 
2nd hour at 
Davenport 
 
6th hour: read SSR 
book 
 
**Can conference with 
Mrs. Henning on 
research ideas 
 
Homework: Topic 
Proposal 

26 
DUE: Topic proposal  
 
Calculate reading rates-  
2 hours due every Monday 
 
In class: share topics with 
pods, evaluate and give 
feedback 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
 
Continue researching sources 
 
MiniLesson: how to read, keep 
track of, and annotate sources 
 
Homework: Continue researching 
sources, reading and annotating 
them, and building Works Cited 

27 
 
Continue researching sources 
 
MiniLesson: how to create Works 
Cited 
 
Homework: Continue researching 
sources, reading and annotating 
them, and building Works Cited 

29 
 
Continue researching sources 
 
Activity- show sources to a peer 
and have them evaluate them 
 
Homework: Continue researching 
sources, reading and annotating 
them, and building Works Cited 

 

  



May 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

2 AP Chem 
 
DUE: Weekly Reading  
 
DUE: Sources 
- 6 must be written into 
Works Cited and annotated 
(ready for use in paper) 
 
Start Vocab again (20 words) 
- workbook pages due on Thurs.  

3 AP Comp Science 
   AP Physics 
   AP Spanish 
 
Reading Lab Day:  

- discussion of emerging 
themes 

- trade and read 1st pages, 
make predictions, discuss 
books 

- make recommendations 

4    Begin Writing Process 
Mini Lesson: 

- how to write various 
sentences with quotes 
(citation rules, quote 
flow, etc.) 

- quote vs. paraphrase vs. 
summary 

- how to still quote when 
it’s your words but 
someone else’s ideas 

5 AP Calc 
 
DUE: Vocab workbook 
 
Begin Writing  
Process 
 
Mini Lesson: outline/planning 
 

6 AP US History 
 
Writing Workshop:  
 
Homework: 5 pages 
of paper for Weds. 

9 
DUE: Weekly Reading  
Book Activity 
 
Homework: 5 pages for Weds. 

10 AP US Gov. 
Writing Workshop 
 
Homework: 5 pages for Weds. 

11 AP Macro 
DUE: 5 pages of paper  
Peer Check on paper and 
feedback 
 
Homework: full, complete draft 

12 AP Stats 
In Class: Vocab Quiz 
 
Writing Workshop 
 
Homework: full, complete draft 

13 
Writing Workshop 
 
Homework: full, 
complete draft for 
Monday (PRINTED) 

16 
DUE: Weekly Reading  
DUE: Full, complete draft of 
paper 
Peer Review of full draft 

- one all together  
- peer review each others 

Homework: make changes 

17 
DUE: Changed and polished draft 
Peer Review of Better Draft part 2 

- check for changes 
- more editing  
- use rubric and score 

Homework: make changes 

18 
Writing Workshop 
 
Homework: polish final paper 
for tomorrow 

19 
DUE: Complete, Polished 
Research Paper you are 
PROUD to turn in and have 
your name on it.  

20 
DUE: Vocab 
workbook 
 
Share 

23 
DUE: Weekly Reading  
Whole day of reading or 
Reading Activity 

24    
Intro Writing Class Book  

- revision of 1 former piece of writing 
- 1 new piece of writing 
- portfolio creation 
- part of your final exam grade 

25    
 

26    
In Class: Vocab Quiz 
Time to work on SSR projects 

27    
Time to peer review 
SSR projects 

30    
MEMORIAL DAY- No school 

31   
DUE: SSR Project  

 



Picking and Narrowing a Topic 
One of the most important parts of writing a research paper is choosing a topic, because when you 
choose a topic wisely (one that fits you and is suitable for the task), you will enjoy the process of 
researching your paper much more, and the product will most likely be better.  
 
1. Brainstorm: 
Questions to ask yourself: 

- What subjects do I enjoy reading about? (# because you’ll be doing a lot of reading about the 
subject) 

- What subjects have I seen or heard about recently that I would like to know more about? 
- What is a job/career/interest I’d like to pursue or know more about? 
- If I had to have a conversation with someone about something for 8 hours straight, what would 

I want it to be about? 
- What makes me think or inspires me or moves me to want to do something? 
- What things do you have a wealth of background knowledge about? 
- What things make you angry? 
- What would you enjoy reading/talking about for weeks on end? 

 

2. Differentiate between vague and specific topics 
A. pick a genre of Research Topics: 

- Historical topics 
- Scientific topics 
- Philosophical topics 
- Religious topics 
- Family topics 
- Health topics 
- Sociological topics 
- Political topics 
- Media-related topics 
- Social topics 
- Foreign Relations/Affairs topics (global) 

  
B. pick a general idea that you’re interested (these are good to start 
with, but are too vague to keep): 

- Environment  
- Immigration 
- Education 
- Racism 
- Political atmosphere 
- Poverty 
- Genocide 
- War 
- Internet/Technology 
- Crimes against Humanity 

- Health issues (Autism, Alzheimer’s 
Disease, AIDS, Depression, Obesity, 
fad diets) 

- Family issues (domestic abuse, family 
values, divorce rates, etc.) 

- Media: (bias, materialism, freedom of 
speech, censorship, body image, 
portrayal of women) 

- Taxes 
- Religion 
- Gender issues

 



C. Narrow down your topic: (below are just ideas)  
- Protecting the bald eagle (and/or the “Cobra Effect” of the endangered species list) 
- Languages diminishing around the world- do we need to do anything? 
- Should taking 2 years of a 2nd Language be required in high school? 
- Is college worth it? 
- Are today’s teenagers really more stressed (have more reason to stress) than previous generations?  
- Gun control laws 
- What kind of diet would you have to live on to avoid any foods ever associated with cancer-causing 

carcinogens? 
- Is coffee (caffeine) a drug? 
- Participation in sports/connection to health later in life 
- Selfies and the narcissism (in society) 

o Teenagers use of cellphones and influence on social abilities/toddlers using cell phone and 
mental development 

o Origin and development of the selfie + its consequences in the global psych 
- Flint water crisis (where else is this happening in America, how did it get to this point, what are the 

consequences, etc.) 
- Events leading up to September 11, 2001 
- World viewpoints on American politics/diplomacy 
- The consequences of the Peace Corps  
- Charter schools- are the detrimental to public schools? Is that a problem? 
- Are all stories in Hollywood just remakes at this point? 
- Refugee crisis (global, Europe, Greece, etc.) 
- Is 1984 still relevant?  
- Were the 1950s really the Golden Age of America? 
- Oscars white washing (and what it says about supremacy and perspective) 
- American cars vs. foreign cars (which ones are better?) 
- What does (insert historical event/era) teach us about today? (The French Revolution and the poor, The 

Holocaust, the “Rosie the Riveter” emergence of females in the workplace, Progression of the job “First 
Lady”, and SO MANY MORE!) 

- Angelina Jolie- a real philanthropist or attention-seeking celebrity?  
- Do celebrity endorsements work? 
- Pilot shortage- history and strategies to remedy now 
- How has the face of Genocide changed in the past 50 years? 
- How has the face of Slavery changed in the past 500 years? (from pre- America Slavery to modern day) 
- Education in America—is it better? Why? 
- The politics taught through Star Wars.  

 
D. How to know if this is certainly the right topic for you (to do a self-check 
before diving completely in):  

• Read an overview of the history of your subject. Jot down words/phrases that seem to be related to your 
topic for further research or ideas for specifying your area of research.  

• Put in various combinations of search terms about your subject and see if:  
o The articles popping up are interesting to you 
o See if it’s possible to find research out there on this topic 

• List questions about the subject to see if you’re interested enough to keep asking deeper questions and if 
you have an interest in figuring out the answer 

• Think: is this topic significant enough to invest this time in and will it result in a strong product 



 
Statement of Purpose:  
To let Mrs. Henning know you topic proposal and get feedback on it. 
 
Weak Example: I want to know about the rain forest in Brazil.  
 
Strong Example: The purpose of this paper is to explore and evaluate the causes of destruction in Brazil’s rain 
forest.  
 
Weak Example: I want to know more about rock and roll.  
 
Strong Example: The purpose of this paper is to examine how rock and roll developed from blues, gospel, and 
country music and how that influenced a generation, sparking social change.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



How to go about Starting Research 
 
One of the worst feelings while researching is knowing that you saw the exact quote/source you needed a while 
ago, but you can’t find it again. Don’t let this happen to you! 
 
As you research, throw any sources you use, read, or skim into a Google Doc. Trust me, doing this is one of the 
easiest ways and saves you time in the end. I suggest breaking it down into categories such as the following 
later on this page. I simply copy and paste the URL (www….) below the section. There’s no point in writing out 
the Works Cited info for every source you read. Get a great base of sources 1st, then invest that time into 
converting the ones you actually use.  
 
Also, the time allotted in our Researching/Gathering Sources days are also for you to be actually reading the 
sources. Don't just compile 200 sources on this list and think you have a good idea of your topic. You need to 
read the sources to get ideas of what other angles to research, what your best sources are for each section, and 
what you still need. My advice for this is to download those PDFs onto your iPad and annotate them. This way, 
you won’t have to go back and reread all of them to find that great quote you remember. Annotate as you go, in 
various colors. Create a system: maybe purple highlights mean background info, yellow means WOW- a well 
worded quote you must use, etc.  
 
GREAT SOURCES: 
 Sources I could use for background: 
 
 Sources I could use for opposing arguments: 
 
 Sources I could use for historical examples of this:  
 
SOMEWHAT GOOD SOURCES I MAY USE A SMALL PART OF:  
 
OK SOURCES THAT I READ BUT PROBABLY WON’T USE BUT I’M PUTTING IT HERE JUST IN 
CASE: 
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Credible versus Non Credible Sources 

 Credible sources are ones the reader can trust. We trust that the author’s ideas are his or 
her own and can be backed up with evidence. When writing a research paper, doing research, or 
reading for background information, writers should ALWAYS use a credible source. Citing non-
credible sources can damage a writer’s relationship with his or her readers. Keep in mind that the 
definition of a credible source depends on the audience, the topic, and the discipline.  

 

Questions to ask when determining whether or not something is a credible source: 

• Who is the author? Is he or she known and respected in the specific field? Citing a 
speech from Martin Luther King Jr. on Civil Rights is usually a better choice than 
citing a speech from John Williams, who is an unknown person.  
 

• When was the material published? Typically, dated publications, from the 1990s 
and older, may have dated information, and more current information may be 
available.  The exception for this is with primary sources, and primary versus 
secondary sources are discussed below. Biases can sometimes be masked. Look 
for over-generalized statements or authors writing for religious or political 
groups. 
 

Credible 
• Journals by authors respected and well-

known in their specific fields 
• Websites from credible institutions like 

Mayo Clinic, Department of Justice, 
and University-affiliated institutions 

• Materials published in the last ten years 
(when more recent information is 
available) 

• Websites: The more information 
available, the more credible the 
website. There is a specific author, the 
audience is clear, the purpose is 
informative not biased, and the 
information is regularly updated. Also 
look for websites ending in .edu and 
.gov.  

Non Credible 
• Blogs, facebook posts, or other self-

authored sites 
• Research articles without citations 
• Websites with information not from an 

author or governmental department  
• Materials published over 15 years ago 

or have theories that are clearly out-of-
date 

• Websites: There is not much 
information available. If the purpose is 
not informative but may have other 
motives, like to persuade, the site may 
not be credible. The website is not 
regularly updated or the author is 
unreliable.  
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•  What is the purpose of this source? When we find sources, we want to find clear 
and unbiased sources that give the facts. We don’t want opinions that aim to alter 
and persuade people’s views. 

 
• How is this source proved? Does the publication have references and evidence to 

prove its point? If the publication just gives claims without support, it may not be 
the best source.  
 

• Is this website from an organization or author I can trust? Websites from 
governmental agencies or institutions are most likely better resources than a 
website anyone can post to, like Wikipedia.  

 
Primary and Secondary Sources 

 
What is a primary source? A primary source is a document, speech, or other piece 
of evidence that was created during the period of study. Examples of primary 
sources include: autobiographies, letters, diary entries, photographs, public 
records, poetry, news film footage, and speeches.  
 
What is a secondary source? A secondary source provides interpretation and 
analysis of primary sources. Examples of secondary sources include: textbooks, 
encyclopedias, databases, and literary analyses or critiques.  



 



 



MLA Formatting Final Checklist 
 
MLA, Formatting, Grammar, and Mechanics: 

! Does your entire paper following MLA paper formatting guidelines:  
! Header in upper left corner:  
! 1 inch margins all around 
! 12 point font, Times New Roman or Arial 
! Text is double-spaced including quotations (DO NOT do that thing on Google Docs where you 

enter in after each line) 
! Cover page: 1/3rd of the way down the page you should place your title.  Your name should be centered 

in on the page. Course name, teacher’s name and date are centered at the bottom of the page.  
! Grammar: especially verb tenses and complete sentences 
! Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, sentence variety, few pronouns, transitions present, proper 

capitalization, etc.  
! MLA Works Cited Page (does not count as part of your minimum page requirement) 
! Title: an original title that hints at the topics to be addressed in the paper 

! The title presented without being bolded, italicized, or in quotation marks 
! Book Titles or Major Works should be underlined or italicized, not both. “Short Stories”, “Poems”, 

“Articles” should be put in quotations marks. 
$ only one space after periods or other punctuation marks 
$ proper indentation (first line of each paragraph moved to right five spaces/tabbed once) 
$ use transition words to allow your essay to “flow” 
$ no personal pronouns (“you don’t know how important voting is until…”) 
$ no narrative language (“I will write”, “in my essay”, “I believe”, “in conclusion”) 
$ then and than used correctly 
$ their, they’re, there used correctly 
$ sentences express complete thoughts (be careful with “But” or “Because”) 
$ the author is addressed by full name or last name only, NOT FIRST NAME 

 
In Text Citations  

$ All framed direct and indirect borrowings (quotes and paraphrases) are followed by the author and page 
number in parentheses after the quotation marks and before ending punctuation (unless there is a ? or ! 
in the quotation, then those stay)  
Example: Woodrow Wilson declared, “It is not learning but the spirit of services that will give a college 
a place in the public annals of the nation” (453). 
Example: “The faulty study resulted in crop mismanagement,” Dr. Broomfield comments (27).  

$  The author’s last name and the page number of the source separated by a single space are in parentheses 
to identify the source of each passage or idea used 
Example: Antony's "modifications of Brutus's formulaic oratory are the first hint that [Anthony] knows 
his business" (Macrone 45). 

$ When two or more sources are cited within a single sentence, the parenthetical notes appear right after 
the statements they support. 

$ When you need to document a work without an author, simply list the title, shortened if necessary, and 
the page number, using quotes or italics as is appropriate. 

$ Avoid in-text citations of websites by identifying the site in your paper itself 
$ Always explain how each quotation supports your argument! 

 
 
 
 

Header:  
Name 
Instructor’s Name 
Course 
Date 
	



The Works Cited Page 
$ the title “Works Cited” is centered at the top of the page 
$ include only sources mentioned in the paper 

o At least 8 are CREDIBLE, PUBLISHED sources 
$ items on the Works Cited page are arranged in alphabetical order by last name of the author. If no 

author is given, list it according to the title, excluding articles such as “A” or “The”. 
$ the first line of each entry is flush with the left-hand margin. Subsequent lines of the entry are indented 

five spaces or tabbed once (Hanging Indents) 
$ the list is entirely Double-spaced- Do not add an extra space between entries  
$ there is a period at the end of each entry 
$ each type of text is cited according to MLA guidelines 

(https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/05/) 
	
Proofreading Tricks:   

! Have another person read your writing, and ask that reader to identify areas of confusion and areas of 
strength.  

! Read it aloud to yourself. The whole thing. As if it were a speech.  
! Read it backwards, sentence-by-sentence. 
! Read as if you are an editor possibly printing this paper in your publication for the public to closely 

examine and criticize. Check closely for grammar, spelling, and mechanics. 
! Read it and fill out this checklist.   
! Read it and highlight where you fall on the rubric.  

  



Category 
Excellent 

(A) 
Standard 

(B) 
Not yet (C)  

but evidence 
of attempt 

Missing/ 
Lower 

than (C) 
Thesis Statement/Central Focus Statement 

☐ A well-constructed statement that identifies the subject, 
hints at the discussion to come, and makes states a stance. 
Statement captures the focus of the paper and addresses the 
topic in complexity and depth.   

☐ Student conveys interest/passion in the topic throughout 

☐ Evidence of thought in selection of topic 

    

Ideas: Development/Evidence of Thought and Depth of 
Analysis 

☐ The paper remains focused on the focus and care is given 
to construction of a solid, original exploration and analysis. 
Offers a new and insightful look into the topic.  

☐ Ideas discussed in their complexity, and not limited to a “5 
paragraph essay.” Some subtopics’ in depth discussion may 
cross over multiple paragraphs.    

☐ Essay demonstrates a clear, sophisticated understanding of 
the task 

☐ Writing conveys superior understanding of the 
sources and topic 

☐ Analysis is made on the topic (rather than just summary) 

☐ All paragraphs warrant their evidence and discussion in a 
tie-back to the central focus  

☐ Discussion of central focus develops rather than repeats 
itself and includes analysis rather than over-reliance on 
summary.  

 

  
 

   

Support:  

☐    Quotations, paraphrases, and summaries included from at 
minimum 8 CREDIBLE, PUBLISHED sources 
☐ Evidence/quotations are strategically selected and 
thoroughly used for a specific point 

☐ Evidence/quotations are effectively wrapped into your 
writing  

☐ Evidence/quotations are explained clearly and 
accurately, connecting to how the evidence supports your 
points using analysis and synthesis 

☐ Ample references to outside source are made so that they 
add significantly to the focus of your paper and make your 
points more credible 

 

 

    

10 pts.  8 pts.  7 pts.  6 or less 
pts.  

20 pts.  16 pts.  12 or less 
pts.  

11H Research Paper Rubric 
 

14 pts.  

20 pts.  16 pts.  12 or less 
pts.  

14 pts.  



 
 
 
Total: _____/75 

Side #2 
Excellent 

(A) 
Standard 

(B) 
Not yet (C) 

but evidence 
of attempt 

Missing/ 
Lower 

than (C) 
Organization: 

☐ Clear intro that includes a hook and bridge to the central 
focus.    

☐ Supporting info is presented in a logical, effective sequence 
with clear, strong paragraph focuses. 

☐ Within paragraphs:  Smooth organization and 
development of ideas from sentence to sentence, clear 
paragraph focus (identified in beginning and maintained 
throughout), and clear paragraph closure (so what?) 

☐ Across paragraphs: Smooth organization and 
development of ideas from paragraph to paragraph and from 
beginning of paper to end, transitions between paragraphs.  

☐ Conclusion gives fresh wording for insights and arguments 
made in the essay.  

☐ A natural flow exists in the paper. 

     

MLA and Writing Conventions: Spelling, grammar, 
formatting, etc. are formal, academic, and polished. 

☐ It is evident that the essay has been carefully edited. The 
response shows a strong command of the conventions of 
standard written English and is free of distracting or careless 
errors. 

☐ Sentence Variety/Vocabulary: The response has a wide 
variety in sentence structures. The response demonstrates a 
consistent use of precise, academic word choice. The 
response maintains a formal style and objective tone. Word 
choice and usage reflects an expansive vocabulary; word 
choice is appropriate, and adds depth to the writing 

☐ Style/Voice: writer’s voice is strong; precision in tone, 
sentence structure, and word choice 

☐ All MLA formatting expectations are fully met 

☐ Sources are cited correctly both within the paper (MLA) 

☐ Sources are cited correctly in the Works Cited (MLA) 

☐ 8-12 full pages minimum (not counting Cover 
Page/Works Cited) 

    

15 pts.  12 pts.  10.5 pts.  9 or less 
pts.  

10 pts.  8 pts.  7 pts.  6 or less 
pts.  


